University of South Florida

Scholar Commons
Newspaper collection

The Weekly Challenger

2020-04-30

The Weekly Challenger : 2020 : 04 : 30
The Weekly Challenger, et al

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger

Recommended Citation
The Weekly Challenger, et al, "The Weekly Challenger : 2020 : 04 : 30" (2020). Newspaper collection. 1252.
https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger/1252

This is brought to you for free and open access by the The Weekly Challenger at Scholar Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Newspaper collection by an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more
information, please contact scholarcommons@usf.edu.

The Weekly Challenger
KEEPING YOU CONNECTED TO YOUR COMMUNITY
VOL. 52 NO. 18

APRIL 30 - MAY 6, 2020

50¢

GLS sees
uptick in
eviction calls
during
COVID-19
pandemic

IN THIS
WEEK

PAGE 2
COMMUNITY NEWS

Former Miss FAMU

PAGE 4

Pinellas Technical College Director Sylester ‘Boe’ Norwood was one of
the volunteers who came out Saturday, April 25 to hand out food to the community.
He along with close to 40 other volunteers served more than 250 families.
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BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — To
provide a much-needed boost
to the community, Pinellas
Technical College (PTC) and
Suncoast Haven of Rest Rescue
Mission held a food giveaway
last Saturday at the college’s St.
Petersburg campus. If you were
unable to attend, a second giveaway will take place this Saturday, May 2, at 11 a.m.
More than 40 volunteers, including PTC staff members,
their families, and PTC students, worked together to dis-

tribute 200 frozen turkeys.
They also gave away protein
bags with frozen chicken, pork,
and beef, bags of nonperishable
food items along with fresh fruit
and vegetables.
In all, more than 250 families were served.
Sylester “Boe” Norwood, director of PTC’s St. Pete campus, said the food giveaways
aim to help the community during these trying times.
“We know there are a lot of
people out there that are struggling,” he stated.
Norwood said when he ar-

rived on campus two and a half
hours before the giveaway was
to start, there were already people waiting. The day’s turnout
was so great that they had to
shut the gate at a certain point.
He expects an even bigger
crowd for this Saturday’s giveaway.
“Everything went well,”
Norwood said. “More than expected!”
Arilee Still, PTC guidance
counselor, made the morning a
family outing. She brought her
husband and daughter along to
See FEEDING, page 8

Virtual town hall meeting tackles
race equity during Coronavirus
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer
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PINELLAS COUNTY – As businesses, employees, entrepreneurs,
and nonprofits scramble to re-configure expenses, United States historical and recent data indicates that
black and brown communities will
feel the economic fallout of COVID19 more deeply than others.
A recent article by the Center for
Albert Lee,
Watson Haynes,
American Progress noted that the St. Peters burg
current economic “disaster” occur- Deputy Mayor
president & CEO president of the
ring since businesses have shut down Dr. Kanika Tomlin
Tampa Bay Black
of the Pinellas
amidst stay at home orders and health
County Urban Business Investment
precautions has been necessary, but
Corporation
League
comes with dire consequences:
Nowhere are the effects of this
current emergency more acute than
in communities of color, which have
long endured occupational segregation, economic exploitation, and employment discrimination. These
factors put people of color at greater
risk of unemployment and limit their
ability to weather economic downturns. The coronavirus does not discriminate based on race, but without
immediate action, its economic fallout
Gypsy Gallardo
Duggan Cooley,
will disproportionately affect commuof
One
Community
CEO of Pinellas
nities of color.
and The 2020 Plan
Community Foundation

ST. PETERSBURG – Gulfcoast
Legal Services (GLS) has suspended in-person services, but the
legal aid organization continues to
work with clients via email and
phone, and has received an influx
of calls regarding evictions.
Many clients and callers are
confused about the changing
rules regarding their housing situations. All those facing housing
challenges now and throughout
the past few weeks are particularly vulnerable.
For example, a recent housing
client came to GLS with a non-renewal notice forcing her out of her
home at the end of March. She
has a disability and was recovering from major surgery. She was
terrified of having to find new
housing in the middle of a pandemic.
GLS successfully negotiated
with her property owner and got
them to either extend her lease
for another month or renew a
long-term lease, so she can heal
and remain housed through the
height of the pandemic.
To help with the confusion,
GLS has compiled several tips for
tenants:
• According to an Executive
Order by Governor DeSantis, all
mortgage foreclosure lawsuits are
stopped at least until May 17,
2020.
• All residential eviction lawsuits based on failure to pay rent
are stopped until at least until May
17, 2020.
• Tenants must continue to
pay their mortgage or rent, but
the enforcement of foreclosures
and evictions is stopped.
• This order applies to mobilehome park residents and RV park
residents as well as people who
rent homes, duplexes, and apartments.
• In addition, The Federal
CARES Act prohibits eviction filings for nonpayment for 120 days
from March 27, 2020. This includes public housing and other
covered dwellings.
• Other “covered dwellings”
can include federally backed or insured mortgages such as Section
8, Low Income Housing Tax

See RACE, page 9

See EVICTION, page 2
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Are you interested in being a radio guest?
Radio Personality Princess Denise Wright
of Matters of the Heart Radio Ministry
is looking forward to you being a guest on
her global radio broadcasting network on
99.1 FM JAMS. Matters of the Heart Radio
Ministry has been broadcasting for the past 16 years locally and
internationally, all the way into Jamaica. For additional information
about scheduling a guest interview or promoting your business,
book, music CD or non-profit organization, please call 727-488-8818
or email princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com
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CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG
NOTICE OF INTENT TO SELL
CITY-OWNED REAL ESTATE
Notice is hereby given pursuant to F.S. 163.380 that the CITY OF ST.
PETERSBURG intends to sell the below listed lot, which is located
within the South St. Petersburg Community Redevelopment Area, as
part of the Affordable Housing Lot Disposition program:
• 4651 12th Avenue South
For inquiries into the properties, to obtain pertinent information on
the properties, or to make a proposal, please contact the City within
30 days via:
Luis A. Garcia
Housing Development Specialist
City of St. Petersburg
(727)892-5175
Email: LAGarcia@StPete.org

www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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GLS sees uptick in eviction calls during COVID-19 pandemic
EVICTION, from front page

Credit (LIHTC), Section
202, Section 236 etc.
• Additionally, loans
that are owned, purchased or securitized by
Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation (Fannie
Mae), the Federal National Mortgage Association (Freddie Mac), FHA
or VA loans are covered.
• If you have just been
given a three-day notice to
pay or be evicted, contact
your landlord to discuss
alternatives.
• If you were served
an eviction before April
2nd, read and follow all

the instructions on the
summons. In Pinellas,
Manatee and Sarasota
counties, a writ of possession will not be issued
until after May 29, 2020.
“While there is never a
good time to lose your
home, the uptick we’ve
seen is of particular concern. This is a time when
everyone, including our
most vulnerable seniors
and single parent households, requires safe and
secure shelter,” said
Caryn Rosencrantz, supervising attorney for the
GLS Housing unit.

For more information,
or to see if you are eligible for services, call 727821-0726 ext. 273 or fill
out an online application
for services at gulfcoastlegal.org/requestassistance.
While the organization
has suspended in-person
services to slow the
spread of COVID-19, staff
will work with clients via
email and phone and will
support clients in court
hearings either by phone
or in-person if they are
deemed mission-critical by
the courts, such as injunc-

tions for protection for domestic violence survivors.
In addition, GLS has a
list of common Questions
& Answers regarding civil
legal needs (such as information on employment
law, housing, etc.) on
their blog at gulfcoastlegal.org/blog.
If you live in the City
of St. Petersburg or are a
veteran, contact Bay Area
Legal Services for advice.
About
Gulfcoast
Legal Services
Gulfcoast Legal Services, Inc. (GLS) is a regional 501(c)3 non-profit
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organization providing
free, comprehensive civil
legal aid through counsel,
advice, representation, advocacy, and education for
vulnerable individuals and
families in the greater
Tampa Bay area.
GLS is dedicated to
serving vulnerable individuals living in poverty,
low-wage workers, persons with disabilities, veterans, the homeless,
victims of domestic violence or human trafficking,
the
LGBTQ+
community, and the elderly who otherwise may
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South Pinellas County food
pantry locations
During the COVID-19 crisis, please
call all food pantries to verify hours and
documentation requirements before
going to facilities.
Bethel AME – St. Petersburg
912 3rd Ave. N.
727-822-2089
Tuesdays 10am
Campbell Park Resource Center –
St. Petersburg
St. Pete John Hopkins Middle School
701 16th St. S Bldg. 7
727-623-9722
Thursdays 3-4:30 p.m.
(For families and staff of Campbell Park
Elementary, Melrose Elementary and
John Hopkins Middle School)
Central Christian Church – St. Petersburg
6161 22nd Ave N.
727-343-6161
Non-perishable foods collected first
Sunday of each month and distributed
throughout week.
Mondays 1-4 p.m., Tuesdays & Thursdays 10-4 p.m.
Grace Bible Church – St. Petersburg
555 61st St. S
727-345-0534 *By Appointment only
Mercy Keepers – St. Petersburg
20th Street Church of Christ
2021 9th Ave. S.
727-823-8795
Tuesdays and Thursdays 10-2 p.m.
New Covenant Baptist Church – St.
Petersburg
2611 5th Ave. S.
727-323-1928
Wednesdays 9a.m.
North East Park Baptist Church –
St. Petersburg
3737 1st St. N.E.
727-896-3178
1st Saturday of the month 10-12 p.m.
New Journey Fellowship – Pinellas
Park
5001 Park Blvd.
727-954-4101
3rd Saturday of the month 9-10 a.m.
New Life Worship Centre Food
Pantry – St. Petersburg
3900 5th Ave N
727-547-1400
Monday, Wednesdays, Fridays 10Noon
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Former Miss FAMU uses
entrepreneurial skills to fight
Coronavirus
BY JODI YONDER
Contributor

Northside Baptist Church – St. Petersburg
6000 38th Ave. N.
727-381-3642
Wednesdays 6-8 p.m.; Fridays10-Noon
Operation Attack – St. Petersburg
1310 22nd Ave S.
727-822-1187
First three Tuesdays of each month
from 9:30 a.m. to Noon
Pasadena Community Church – St.
Petersburg
227 70th St. S.
727-381-2499
2nd Thursday of the month 9:30-11:30
a.m.
USDA
Distribution
Site
at
Pasadena Presbyterian Church –
St. Petersburg
100 Pasadena Ave. N.
727-479-6150
2nd Saturday of the month 9:30 a.m.
(Call to register)
People that Love Mission – St. Petersburg
817 5th Ave. N.
727-525-4789 or 727-820-0775
Mondays-Fridays 10:45-2:20 p.m.
Pinellas Community Church – St.
Petersburg
5501 31st St. S.
727-866-1184
Tuesdays 4:45-6pm (2 forms of ID
needed)
Positive Impact – St. Petersburg
2750 34th St. S.
727-865-8292
Sundays 10:30 a.m. (By appointment
only)
See PANTRY, page 4

TAMPA –Because of
its deadly consequences,
the fight against the Coronavirus has taken on new
meaning in the AfricanAmerican
community.
African Americans top the
list of ethnic groups killed
by the virus at alarming
rates because they are
disproportionately
impacted by other killer diseases.
Former Miss Florida
A&M University NaKena
Cromratie, a business
major, has shifted her

focus to making and providing Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE). Cromratie is the Founder and
CEO of SUSTAINABLE
SHIFT™, an online resale
clothing company.
As with many small
businesses, she had to
pause community and
business development activities due to social distancing guidelines, so
Cromratie decided to shift
to a more important task.
Now
she
makes
reusable surgical face
masks by hand.
They are affordable,
stylish, and sustainable.

Cromratie makes reusable surgical masks.

These unique face masks
are made from 100 percent cotton and equipped
with a 90-day air filter.
“Now more than ever
it is important to reinvent
and retool to ensure our
communities have access
to the supplies that will
keep them safe and protected from the spread
and infection of the virus,”
said Cromratie.
Her resourcefulness
will not only fulfill a need
in the community but
keep her small business
alive.
To learn more visit
sustainshift.com.

The former FAMU
queen has taken on
the Coronavirus fight.

Grocery shopping?
Pick up a little extra
and help pick up someone’s spirits.
Food bank shelves are bare and the need is great.
If you can give, please do.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
CREAL FUNERAL
B. Brinson Insurance Agency
Deannie
K’s
Beauty
Salon
HOME AND
1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

Beauty is more
than skin deep.

727-896-2602

Call TODAY for an appointment

CREMATIONS, INC

“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545
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Feeding children while school is out
ST. PETERSBURG –
Tampa Bay Network to
End Hunger program, in
partnership with No Kid
Hungry
Share
Our
Strength, Juvenile Welfare
Board of Pinellas, Daystar
Life Center, Pinellas County
Schools Food Nutrition
Services and Transportation, and St. Petersburg
Free Clinic are working together to provide Meals On
Wheels
4
Kids
(MOW4Kids).
While schools are
closed, MOW4Kids delivers meals to homes by volunteers.
Qualified
applicants must be:
• Children ages 18 and
under
• Children that can eat
solid food
• Participants must be
home to receive the meal
MOW4Kids is an alternative option for children
that are not able to access
any of the school meal distribution sites throughout
the county; and/or to children that have difficulty accessing open food pantries.
MOW4Kids delivers to
the following St. Petersburg
zip codes: 33701, 33703,
33704, 33705, 33707, 33708,
33709, 33710, 33711, 33712,

33713, 33714.
MOW4Kids deliver a
box of shelf- stable foods
and nutritious frozen meals
on Mondays between10-2
p.m.
MOW4Kids volunteers
have received background
checks and training prior to
delivery.
How to receive meals
Deliveries will begin
once:
• MOW4Kids receives application(s)
• Confirmed on the
telephone.
Please note: you are
not enrolled until you get a
phone call confirmation.
Deliveries will begin
after they speak with you
on the telephone. If you re-

ceive a voicemail or email
from us, please respond between 9-5 p.m.
Items included in the
box of shelf stable groceries will vary. A typical
box may include:
• Apple sauce
• Fresh produce, like
oranges, celery, tomatoes,
apples, carrots
• Fruit cups
• Juice boxes
• Pasta
• Peanut butter
• Rice
• Soup
• Vegetables, canned
• Fresh produce
To
donate
to
MOW4Kinds, visit networktoendhunger.org/do
nate.

USF St. Pete connecting seniors
with students to combat Isolation
during Coronavirus

ST. PETERSBURG –
An initiative led by USF
St. Petersburg is connecting college students
with senior citizens to reduce social isolation and
develop new bonds during the global pandemic.
The program, called
St. Pete Friends, offers
an opportunity for community members and
students to connect via
phone, video chat, or
even traditional letters to
talk about their current
experiences with social
distancing, hear about
another person’s life and
share a much-needed
laugh.
“As a public university campus anchored in
St Petersburg and our region, we always look for
ways to serve people,
and this is another example of doing so during a
difficult time,” said Martin Tadlock, regional
chancellor of USF St. Petersburg. “Plus, as an
older citizen myself,
there is value in building
stronger
connections
across generations, as
college students have a
lot to learn from their
older neighbors and our
older neighbors have a
lot to learn from today’s
college students.”
Seniors in St. Petersburg living on their own,
including USF alumni,
can sign up to be a part
of the program and receive companion calls

from a USF St. Petersburg student through the
Seniors In Service TelePals Program. In the online application, please
designate “Referred by
USF St. Petersburg” in
order to be paired with a
USFSP student.
“There is a real need
for connection right now,
as many in our community isolate. We hope this
can help people out and
form new relationships
during this tough time,”
said Caryn Nesmith,
who oversees special
projects at USF St. Petersburg and is coordinating the new initiative.
Nesmith is collaborating with Seniors in Service and the Area Agency
on Aging of Pasco-Pinellas, who already have
senior call programs.
She is also working with
the Neighborly Care Network (NCN) to further
enhance a pen pal program for their community.
“A lot of folks feel
powerless right now in
their homes. They want
to get out and help, but
they don’t know what
they can do. Building a
connection in a time of
isolation for our clients
would be a very powerful
thing to do,” said Susan
McIntyre, development
director for the Neighborly Care Network.
NCN assists around
2,000 seniors with adult

daycare centers and programs like Meal on
Wheels and a pen pal
program. Students could
participate in the pen pal
program, writing letters
that would be placed in
grocery bags and given
to seniors during their
meals.
“Writing, typing, finger painting, whatever,
just sending a message
of hope and encouragement and cheer to a senior living alone during
this scary time will give
hope, and hope is a universal thing,” McIntyre
added.
The St. Pete Friends
initiative is open to any
USF St. Petersburg student who wants to participate. They will be
matched with a senior
after filling out an application.
Before making the
first call, students are
provided with an instructional manual and conversation tips to help
them better prepare for
their first encounter and
develop a rapport with
their virtual match. Depending on the program,
they may also undergo
training by the collaborating organization.
St. Petersburg seniors and USF St. Petersburg students wanting to
participate in St. Pete
Friends can apply at
www.usfsp.edu/careercenter/st-pete-friends/.
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Free mental health services
PINELLAS COUNTY –
National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Basics
is a six-session education
program for parents, caregivers and other family
who provide care for youth
(ages 22 and younger)
who are experiencing mental health symptoms.
This program is free to
participants, 99 percent of
whom say they would recommend the program to
others. NAMI Basics is
now available online
through NAMI Basics OnDemand.
The in-person course is
taught by a trained team
with lived experience raising a child with a mental
health condition. They
know what you’re going
through because they’ve
been there too.
The OnDemand program is also guided by parents and family members
with lived experience but is
self-paced and available
24/7. OnDemand offers
the flexibility of participating
in
the
course
on your schedule. Both formats provide identical information, strategies and

the opportunity to connect
with other parents and
caregivers.
What you’ll gain
By participating in
NAMI Basics, you’ll realize
that you are not alone.
You’ll find support and
shared understanding—
compassion,
reinforcement and empathy from
people who truly get your
situation. And don’t forget:
Your experiences may also
help others in the course.
Together, you will all learn
that recovery is a journey,
and there is hope.
NAMI Basics covers:
• The impact mental
health conditions can have
on your entire family

• Different types of
mental health care professionals, available treatment
options and therapies
• An overview of the
public mental health care,
school and juvenile justice
systems and resources to
help you navigate these
systems
• How to advocate for
your child’s rights at
school and in health care
settings
• How to prepare for
and respond to crisis situations (self-harm, suicide attempts, etc.)
• The importance of
taking care of yourself
Sign up for a class at
publiccourseapi.nami.org

South Pinellas County food pantry locations
PANTRY, from page 3

Sacred Heart Catholic Church –
Pinellas Park
7809 46th Way N.
727-541-447
Tuesdays and Thursdays 9-11 a.m.
Salvation Army – St. Pete and South
Pinellas (Serves below/South of Ulmerton Rd.)
1400 4th St. S.
727-822-4954
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 911:30 a.m.
Sanderlin Neighborhood Family
Center – St. Petersburg
2335 22nd Ave. S.
727-321-9444
Wednesdays 9-1 p.m. (For families only)
St.
Bartholomew’s
Episcopal
Church – St. Petersburg
3747 34th St. S.
727-867-7015
1st and 3rd Sunday of the month 10:30Noon
St. Giles Episcopal Church – Pinellas Park
8271 52nd St. N.
727-544-6856
Monday through Thursday 9:30-12:30
p.m.
St. James United Methodist Church
– St. Petersburg
(Zip codes 33702, 03, 04, 13, 14, 16, 81,
82)
845 87th Ave. N.
727-576-3919
Alternating Saturdays 9-11 a.m. (Bring
ID and Ask for Pastor Jay)

St. Luke’s United Methodist Church
– St. Petersburg
4444 5th Ave. N.
727-321-1335
Mondays 5-6:30 p.m. (Bring ID)
St. Pete Free Clinic We Help – St.
Petersburg
863 3rd Ave. N.
727-821-1200
Mon-Wed 8:30-3 p.m., Thurs 8:30-7:30
p.m., Fridays 8:30-11 a.m.
St. Petersburg College Downtown/
Midtown – St. Petersburg
Cecil B. Keene Student Achievement
Center RM MTCA-103
Monday through Thursday 9-12 p.m. &
Fridays 9:30-12:30 p.m.
(Enrolled students only)
St. Vincent de Paul- St. Francis Outreach –St. Petersburg
401 15th St. N.
727-823-2516 Mondays, Wednesdays *
Fridays 9:30-11:30 a.m.
(Residency requirements)
Suncoast Haven of Rest – St. Petersburg
1763 9th Ave. N.
727-545-8282
Mondays-Fridays 10-5 p.m.; Saturdays
10-3 p.m.
Wesley Memorial United Methodist
Church – St. Petersburg
301 37th Ave. N.
727-896-4797
Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays 9Noon
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EvXPERIENCES

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
INSPIRATIONS

Pastor’s Corner

BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER

Jesus Is

TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

JESUS is the one for me; A true and faithful friend is HE.
JESUS gave His life for me; He is my Savior and set me free.
JESUS touched my heart with peace; His love for me will never cease.
JESUS is a healer who has never forsaken me; His goodness is the evidence
of His love and mercy.
JESUS protects and guides me as I take this earthly journey; His example of a
humble heart gives me joy as I am learning.
JESUS is the truth that I will forever seek; His care and goodness restore my
strength, when I am lost and weak.
JESUS is my life and I am grateful for His grace; I thank Him for always loving
me unconditionally as I run this human race.
JESUS is the reason for my unwavering and steadfast faith; He is my joy and
assurance that in His arms I will forever be safe.
JESUS is and will always be the author and finisher of my soul; Thank You
JESUS for blessing me with a strength I will forever hold.”
AMEN
“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Thank You Lord Jesus
As I thank You LORD JESUS for Your amazing miracles in my life;
I am constantly reminded that You are always in control to eliminate any
strife.
As I thank you LORD JESUS for the strength You give to me;
I am amazed with all Your goodness and Your peace that sets me free.
As I thank You LORD JESUS I remember the blessings of Your grace;
I know with every breath I take You supply the oxygen for my heart to win
this earthly race.
As I thank You LORD JESUS for my family’s faith in You;
I am truly grateful for each step they take as each heart becomes brand new.
As I thank You LORD JESUS for the truth You give in love;
I will continue to thank You for Your promises and unconditional love that
come from Heaven above.
As I thank You LORD JESUS my prayer will always be;
Please use me as Your instrument of peace and love to bless others as You set
them free.
It is a blessing to walk by faith, trusting in Your gentle care;
I thank You LORD JESUS, for always being there.
As we thank You LORD JESUS in this season of uncertainty and social distance living;
May we always be reminded to be grateful every day for this miraculous life of
your unconditional giving.”
“In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”
1 Thessalonians
“Because thy lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise thee. Thus
will I bless thee while I live: I will lift up my hands in thy name.”
AMEN

The feet of God
“Go into all the world
and preach the gospel to
every creature.” Mark
16:15
Denial – Spirit does not
have physical feet.
Affirmation – My feet
are the feet of God.
Your feet are your
major vehicle for transportation. Although your
feet may sometimes be
taken for granted, without
them you are not able to
get from one place to another. Even use of a bicycle
or driving a car requires
your feet to be a part of the
process. To get on a plane,
train or bus, your feet take
you there. Our feet have
been holding us up

throughout our life’s journey.
Jesus, our Wayshower,
walked dusty roads to
preach and teach the
gospel of the Kingdom to
the people of various towns
and villages in his area.
Occasionally, he rode a
donkey or a horse to get to
his destination so that a
person could be healed or
receive a miracle. He was
aware that his feet were
God’s feet and the only
way for the gospel to
spread was for him to
physically take it to a specific person or place.
Today, we can use social
media to get the message
to others as the earth heals

itself from this pandemic.
During this time, I’m
not running errands or
traveling to various cities in
the United States or exploring different countries
like I usually do. Instead I
AM being more still and
standing in the truth that
all is well. I AM reminded
that I AM exactly where I
AM supposed to be to
make a difference. As you
move throughout your day,
remind yourself that you
are God’s representatives
amid the challenges that
we are facing.
Reflection Question –
How can you bloom where
your feet are planted right
now?
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(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays
First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.
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Baseball and pandemics
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

Baseball, more than any
other sport, truly serves as
a harbinger of the season.
For fans, it doesn’t really
feel like springtime unless
we can hear the whap of a
ball hitting a glove, watch
the perfect stroke of a
swinging bat or even smell
the freshly cut grass of a
ballpark.
Due to the COVID-19
pandemic, baseball (along
with other sports) has been
forced to sit on the bench,
patiently waiting for its time
to take the field. But just
over a century ago, another
viral malady gripped the
planet, affecting the sporting world as well.
From the backyards to
the Negro Leagues, from
sandlots to the Major
Leagues, the destructive
disease made its grim presence felt. Playing fields were
no exception, as at least
seven players in organized
baseball succumbed to the
1918 influenza epidemic.
Ted Kimbro, born in St.
Louis in 1895, was an upand-coming star infielder in
the Negro Leagues. He
kicked off his pro career
with the West Baden
Sprudels in Indiana, where
the 18-year-old shortstop
got his feet wet appearing in
only a handful of games,
batting a meager .176.

The following year, he
played in more than 30
games for West Braden, the
Louisville White Sox and
the St. Louis Giants. Starting to get a better feel for his
opponents’ pitching, Kimbro managed to raise his average to .239.
Kimbro’s prowess as an
infielder improved as he
could flash the leather at
shortstop, second base or
third base. Soon he became
more confident taking his
swings as the youngster hit
a solid .276 with St. Louis in
1916 before exploding to hit
.350 in 1917 for the New
York Lincoln Giants. Rapidly
showing promise, his stock
as a star was on the rise.
At the time, however,
baseball was secondary for
many Americans as the
country was embroiled in a
war with Germany. Many
ballplayers left for military
training camps before making the trip overseas to fight
at the front lines in France.
Kimbro did the patriotic
thing by registering for the
draft in June 1917, but
claimed an exemption due
to a rupture.
The next year Kimbro
played for the Philadelphia
Hilldale Club, Grand Central Red Caps and the Lincoln Giants. His exemption
claim notwithstanding, he
entered military service on
July 18, joined by his teammate
catcher
Pearl

Photo of the 1916 St. Louis Giants with Ted Kimbro standing on the back row, third person in.
“Specks” Webster, a talented player and accomplished hitter. Both were
stationed at Fort Dix in
New Jersey, played on the
baseball team at the base,
and even putting in some
playing time with Hilldale
and Lincoln Giants.
The horrific war would
wind down to its inevitable
end in a matter of months,
but a marauding new adversary had begun to cast its
shadow over the world. A
gruesome influenza epidemic had raged in Europe
and finally stormed our
shores. This disease that

ruthlessly attacked the respiratory system was first
discovered stateside in
Kansas in January 1918 —
it would ultimately kill over
ten times the Americans
than all the battlefield’s bayonets and mortar shells
combined.
By the summer, some
professional
ballplayers
took their positions on the
field and turn at-bat wearing
face-covering masks. Ballgames were even banned in
Baltimore at one point. In
Detroit, they were allowed,
providing no admission was
charged. Baseball went so

far as to prohibit pitchers
from throwing the spitball,
as a sanitary precaution.
It was a time before social
distancing as many infected
people continued to comingle
with others, in turn unwittingly contaminating them.
Kimbro, an army private
serving with 52 Company,
13th Training Battalion,
153rd Depot Brigade, was
one such person doomed to
catch the disease.
The young ballplayer
fell deathly ill and, on Sept.
19, succumbed to bronchial
pneumonia caused by influenza. Only 23 at the time

of his demise, we’ll only be
left to wonder how brightly
his star could’ve shined on
the baseball diamond.
While in France with
the 807th Power Infantry,
Webster also fell to influenza-like millions of other
souls. Serving his country
as Kimbro did, he died two
months after his friend.
Thirty-four years later, he
received some recognition
of his accomplishments on
the baseball field — he was
listed on a player-voted poll
in the 1952 Pittsburgh
Courier as one of the Negro
Leagues’ best players ever.

Photo By Bam0822 - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.
Have you taken a moment to think about what
progress may look like
for her, a little girl tasked
with finding her identity
in a world not familiar
with her evolution?
Should she truly dare to
be all she can be? What if
she were your mother,
your sister, your daughter? What if she were
you?
Meet Jo-Issa Rae Diop,
more commonly known
as Issa Rae. Born on January 12, 1985, she is a
writer, producer, and actress who first found popularity with her YouTube
web series “Awkward
Black Girl.” The series
proved to be a voice that

represented a black
American experience that
many longed to hear.
Rae graduated from
Stanford University with a
Bachelor of Arts degree
in African and AfricanAmerican Studies in 2007.
While a student at Stanford, however, she made
music videos, wrote and
directed plays and created a mock reality series
for fun.
After graduation, Rae
accepted a theater fellowship at The Public Theater, a New York City arts
organization. She also
took classes at the New
York Film Academy.
College-educated, yet
having a passion to pur-

Progress for her
sue a “non-traditional” career, Rae had a hard decision to make. She
struggled with the idea on
whether to pursue business school or law school.
In 2011, she made her
decision. Her “Awkward
Black Girl” web series
went viral. Not without
struggle, her preparation
paid off. She was ready
for the opportunity that
presented itself.
Soon afterwards, Rae
partnered with entertainer and entrepreneur
Pharrell to premier season two of her web series.
In the meantime, she continued and continues to
develop her YouTube
channel by featuring vari-

ous works created by people of color. In 2013,
“Awkward Black Girl”
won a Shorty Award for
Best Web Show.
Rae’s critically acclaimed HBO television
series “Insecure” followed. She has received
two Golden Globe Award
nominations for Best Actress in a Television Series Musical or Comedy,
as well as a Primetime
Emmy Award nomination
for Outstanding Lead Actress in a Comedy Series.
Rae continues to build
her brand. In 2015, she
released a New York
Times best-seller memoir
entitled, “The Misadventures of Awkward Black

Girl.” In addition, she is
adding to her list of onscreen, co-starring roles.
She also has a record
label and is a Google Assistant.
She initially created
her web series as a way
to counter the limiting Issa Rae at BET’s Black
stereotypes of AfricanGirls Rock show
American women in Hollywood. She wanted to struggle a natural part of
see more representation progress for her?
of which she could relate.
Still, Rae uses her platYouTube gives her a plat- form to bring attention to
form to showcase what issues adversely impactshe desires to see.
ing black Americans. For
Rae has received nu- the good of the whole,
merous honors; yet, she she presses on.
has talked about her perKeisha Bell is an attorsonal struggles with ney, author, and public
being considered not servant.
www.emerg“black enough.” Is that ingfree.com
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Feeding those in need during the COVID-19 crisis
FEEDING, from front page

help with distributing the
food.
“I might not have
money, but I have time,”
said Still. It’s just important
to give back.”
The college is no
stranger to providing food
for those in need. Professional Culinary Arts instructor Chef Lennox
Preudhomme noted that
PTC prepares 1,000 meals
for Pinellas Safe Harbor
shelter every week.
“We’ve been doing this
for quite a while,” Preudhomme said. “We do 500
on Mondays and 500 on
Thursdays, so we do a dinner and a lunch.”

Suncoast Haven of Rest
Rescue Mission provides
the food to the culinary
arts program, and the
hands-on experience in
preparing and cooking
such a vast amount of food
proves valuable to the students, Lennox said.
The mission provides
food to marginal low-income families and homeless people, including
children and seniors. Pinellas Safe Harbor is one of
the places the mission delivers food to, as there are
usually up to 500 people
staying there. Others include the Police Athletic
League and Tent City, a

L-R, Suncoast Haven of Rest Rescue Mission
Executive Director Lionel Cabral, Professional
Culinary Arts instructor Chef Lennox
Preudhomme, PTC-SP Director Boe Norwood
and Office of Workforce Innovation Manager
Kyesha Robinson

makeshift shelter-in-place
option for the homeless,
run by the Catholic Charities Diocese of St. Pete.
“We give meals to people,” said Lionel Cabral, executive
director
of
Suncoast Haven. “In addition to that, the important
thing that we do is give
away about 100 boxes of
groceries a day at the mission itself to impoverished
families. We have over
35,000 impoverished families on our list.”
Any Pinellas County
resident can come to the
mission for a free box of
food once a month at 1763
9th Ave. N.

Cabral noted that the
mission gave away more
than $9 million worth of
food last year. Suncoast
Haven either purchases
the food or obtains it from
various sources, including
government
agencies,
local businesses and
church charities. The mission runs strictly on donations and funds are getting
low, Cabral said, adding
that the mission has been
around since 1988.
“We’re just funded by
people giving us money,”
he stated. “We don’t have
any money anymore. We
need a cash flow...but we
definitely want to keep on

School Board Member Rene Flowers
gathered information from
attendees so they did not have
to leave their vehicles.

doing what we’re doing.”
If you’d like to donate
to Suncoast Haven, please
call 727-545-8282 or visit
HavenOfRest.com. This
mission is also looking for
grant writers to help secure much-needed funds
to continue providing food
for low-income residents.
Outside of the food
giveaways, PTC was able
to secure 1,000 protective
masks from their Health
Science department and
distributed them to community hospitals. The
Clearwater campus also
donated the use of two diecut machines to BayCare
Health System to cut face

shields for medical staff to
use due to the shortage of
personal protective equipment (PPE).
This Saturday, May 2,
PTC, Suncoast Haven of
Rest Rescue Mission, and
Positive Impact Worldwide
Ministries will team up for
another giveaway on the
St. Pete campus. Food will
be distrusted on a firstcome, first-served basis,
and all recipients must remain in their vehicles.
The St. Pete campus is
located at 901 34th St. S.
Attendees are asked to
enter at the main entrance
on 11th Avenue South.

Volunteers PTC Accounting student
Jacob Wright and Vanessa Vilchis,
program manager for Arts Conservator
for Teens helped breakdown
recyclable boxes and distributed the food.
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Artist John Sims responds to COVID-19 with video game ‘Korona Killa’
SARASOTA – John
Sims, conceptual artist,
writer and activist, responds to the collective
fear, social immobilization
and mounting global death
toll created by the COVID19 pandemic through his
latest multimedia interactive project, a video game titled “Korona Killa.” On
Friday, May 1, 2020, the
game will be available for
website play at johnsimsprojects.com/koronakila
along with a free downloadable mobile version. You
can view the embeddable
video game trailer here.
Inspired by the artist’s
op-ed piece co-written with
David A. Love, Should
Black America be Worried
about Coronavirus?, the
game seeks to create an interactive environment that
offers a space of reflection,
escape and responsibility in
the face of a global crisis
that threatens all human life
and exposes widespread

disparities in modern society.
The game combines
the retro feel and simplicity
of video games from the
80s with the agency of political performance video art.
It begins with a service announcement to wash your
hands, then an intro that
provides a motion graphics
game instruction based on
the artist’s piece, “Date
with Fear: A Self Portrait,
March-2020.
The actual gameplay
draws from the 80s game
Space Invaders, where the
player is challenged to destroy “Koronas,” while minimizing viral load and
keeping energy levels up.
The artist will be working
with the Center for Digital
Humanities at the University of Arizona to develop a
3D virtual reality version of
the game.
“In this time, the game
provides the opportunity to
reflect on our common ex-

istence, and our place in the
rest of living earth, and also
speaks to both the pathologies and virtues of living
under the stress of virulent
danger,” said Sims. “My
hope is that we come out on
the other side of this with a
stronger sense of the importance of community, justice, health, and the respect
of nature.”
The Detroit-native artist
has used art to combat virulent objects and symbols
of fear and terror before.
For 20 years, Sims has
been on the forefront of
confronting the iconography of Confederate symbols with his project,
Recoloration Proclamation,
a system of works that features recolored Confederate flags, a hanging
installation in Gettysburg,
Confederate flag funerals in
13 southern states, the outside performance and installation of “The Proper
Way to Hang to a Confeder-

ate Flag” at Ohio University
in 2017, and the annual
“Burn and Bury” Confederate Flag Memorial. For
more on this project see his
CNN op-ed piece “Don’t
Resurrect the Confederate
Flag: de-zombify it.”
For more info you can
contact the artist directly at
johncsims@gmail.com.
About John Sims
A Detroit native, Sims is
a multimedia creator,
writer and activist, creating
projects spanning the areas
of installation, text, music,
film, performance and
large-scale activism. His
main projects are informed
by mathematics, the politics of sacred symbols/anniversaries and the agency
of poetic text.
He has lectured and exhibited both nationally and
internationally and his
work has been covered in
Art in America, Sculpture,
Guernica Magazine, Transition, FiberArts, Science

News, CNN, NBC News,
The New York Times, USA
Today, The Guardian, The
Wall Street Journal, The
Washington Post and the

science journal Nature. He
has written for CNN, Al
Jazeera, The Huffington
Post, Guernica, The Rumpus, and The Grio.

– many of which aren’t necessarily “bankable.” Lee also
shared that black and brown
businesses, which are “traditionally underfunded and
undercapitalized” will struggle more than others.
Lee said that as well as
reaching out to 2020 and St.
Pete to help put together a
special purpose loan, TBBBIC has worked with Raymond James Investment
Partners and Wells Fargo
to allocate $100,000 toward
the loan fund.
Discussing the initial
exhaustion of the SBA $349
billion Paycheck Protection
Program – funds of which
were gone within the first
two weeks – Lee noted that
many smaller businesses
were eliminated because
they lacked the necessary
banking relationships.
Specifically, he said it is
necessary to develop “relationships with loan officers
who could make sure that
they reached out to them
and make sure that they
got their application so that
they could get in place to be
able to get some of the
funding.” Lee recommended businesses establish a relationship with
banks and loan officers
now because these issues
will certain be ongoing.
Duggan Cooley, CEO of
Pinellas Community Foundation, noted that the 50year-old
community
foundation offers a place to
invest resources that will be
available over a long-term
period. Through the foundation, donors can set up
gift-giving funds that will be
used to support emergency
initiatives like the Tampa
Bay Resiliency fund – not
only during times of crisis,
but year around.

Cooley noted that the
focus of the Tampa Bay resilience fund is to focus on
the most vulnerable in the
Tampa Bay community, including those in who have
been disadvantaged due to
lack of equity due to their
race and socioeconomic
status.
“We have a long history
in our community and our
nation of disinvestment, discrimination, bad policy that
leads to the disproportionate impact of things like
COVID-19, on our black
and brown communities.
And one way that funders
can respond, is to focus
their efforts on vulnerability
by race and socioeconomic
status. And so that is a key
point with our fund and our
collective work together.”
Organizations working
with the most vulnerable
communities and organizations offering programs addressing
race
and
socioeconomic status can
apply at PinellasCF.org.
Gypsy Gallardo noted
that One Community immediately realized the impact the shut-down would
have on the community.
“We raised that alarm and
said, ‘Hey, this is going to
be damaging to a lot of people, it’s going to be crippling
to huge segments of our
workforce.’” She added that
on a recent trip to the
beach, she noted that 80%
of establishments were
closed – which would impact hotel jobs, including
janitorial staffs, restaurant
staffs, and those working in
bars and pubs.
For more information
on the Foundation for a
Healthy St. Petersburg’s
COVID-19 response, visit
healthystpete.foundation.

Virtual town hall meeting tackles race equity during Coronavirus
RACE , from front page

In Pinellas, the City of
St. Pete and many community partners have joined to
strategize on ways to combat the painful financial collapse.
The Foundation for a
Healthy St Petersburg has
established racial equity in
all aspects of health as one
of its platform priorities and
has instituted a COVID-19
response that “prioritizes
race equity in all interventions.” In keeping with this
mandate, on Tuesday, April
21, they held a “virtual town
hall” designed to address
the economic impact of
COVID-19 on the community.
Hosted by the Founda-

tion’s chief equity strategist,
Carl Lavender, the event
presented input from St.
Pete’s Deputy Mayor Dr.
Kanika Tomlin, Watson
Haynes, president & CEO
of the Pinellas County
Urban League (PCUL) Albert Lee, president of the
Tampa Bay Black Business
Investment Corporation
(TBBBIC), Gypsy Gallardo
of One Community and
The 2020 Plan, and Duggan
Cooley, CEO of Pinellas
Community Foundation,
fiscal sponsor of the Tampa
Bay Resiliency Fund.
The conversation lasted
about an hour and was attended by more than 300
viewers working in non-

profit organizations, businesses, educational institutions, and health and
service industries via the
Zoom video teleconferencing platform.
Tomlin addressed the
importance of a courageous attitude during the
crisis. “Without question
this is an unprecedented
time that will try us in ways
we’ve not seen; the struggle
is real.” But, she added,
“We are black and brown
people living in America so
frankly the struggle is not
new. It is a legacy of our lineage. It is the living truth
we face every day.”
While she admitted that,
“Restoring will look different

for every person
in every corner
of our country,
our
community…and some
places sadly may
never fully recover,” she maintained that St.
Pete’s historic resilience would
carry the community through
this immensely
difficult period.
Haynes said
it was the hardest hit businesses
that
needed support
now. “When you
provide dollars to
groups like One
Community
through
the
Urban League,
you’re providing
dollars for immediate assistance.
We want to drive
social enterprise,
and we want the
multiplier effect.”
Noting the
support and presence of the
TBBBIC on the call, Haynes
added: “We are not worried
about whose turf this is —
what we’re worried about is
the guy that’s sitting on the
other side of the desk that
we want to help.”
Albert Lee of the TBBBIC noted that he wasn’t surprised that St. Petersburg
was so proactive in helping
small businesses in addressing the crisis, stating that the
city has helped lay the
groundwork and example of
what municipalities can do to
help small businesses.
He added that the TBBBIC is built around helping
small businesses that typically need less than $50,000

BreakSpot
Grab & Go
Meals for Kids
ensure children
receive a free meal
for today and
breakfast for
tomorrow.
Boys & Girls Club
sites give out hot
dinner meals.
Visit
www.jwbpinellas.org/
breakspot-meals for
locations and times.
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TOGETHER,
WE CAN
POWER
THROUGH
THIS CRISIS.
Reliable energy is always important, but never more so than now as we navigate this
challenging time together. We’re also determined to help our customers,
HVSHFLDOO\WKRVHZKRPD\EHIDFLQJXQXVXDOÀQDQFLDOKDUGVKLSV
Q

Reducing residential May bills by nearly 21%

Q

No disconnections for nonpayment

Q

No fees for credit or debit card payments for residential accounts

Q

No fees for late payments or returned checks

Q

Relaxed timelines for payment arrangements

Q

3URYLGLQJÀQDQFLDOVXSSRUWWRIRRGEDQNVDQGFRPPXQLW\
action groups across Florida

We encourage customers to pay their bills promptly to avoid building up a large balance
and to contact us for assistance with a bill payment plan. We’ll continue to evaluate
our policies as this situation evolves. As a part of this community and a provider of an
essential service, we’re standing together with you throughout this pandemic.

For information on what Duke Energy is doing to assist customers and respond to the
COVID-19 pandemic, visit dukeenergyupdates.com or call 800.700.8744.

